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element may be added up to the desired amount, and this also has been done in
several communities in the States. Or fluorine can be given in the form of pills,
but being a powerful poison except when taken in very small quantities and
having undesirable effects on other parts of the body, this method is not advis-
able. A safer way is to paint the surface of the teeth with fluorine solution, and
many experiments are taking place at the moment under controlled conditions to
see whether any significant reduction of decay takes place in such circumstances.
Yet another way is to include fluorine in tooth paste and several such medicated
tooth pastes are already on the market.
From what has been said it will be gathered that we already have enough know-
ledge to reduce, if not to prevent, a large amount of the dental disease from which
we are at present suffering. It is not so much the acquisition of more information,
but making use of that which has already been obtained. Any programme of
prevention must start with the children in whom the teeth are still calcifying, and
it is for this reason that Child Dentistry is so important. It is a tragedy that
under the National Health Scheme the School Dental Service should have lost so
many of its Dental Officers who have been attracted out into general dental
practice where their time is mainly spent in repairing the ravages of dental
disease, rather than in preventing these ravages from ever taking place. The
greatest need of Dentistry to-day is the development of efficient preventive
measures which can be applied to the child population, and the Queen's University
of Belfast is alive to this need, for steps are being taken to institute a department
of Child and Preventive Dentistry which will do much to reduce this widespread
damaging condition in Northern Ireland.
REVIEW
AIDS TO PUBLIC HEALTH. By Dr. Llywelyn Roberts. Sixth Edition.
Published in February (Bailli6re, Tindall & Cox), 1950,
APPROXIMATELY four years after the previous edition, has had to take account of the Social
Legislation which has been introduced since the last edition appeared. This has been admirably
accomplished though one would have hoped that some cognizance might have been given to the
Health and Welfare Legislation enacted in Northern Ireland, especially in so far as it is different
from corresponding enactments in England and Wales and so enhance the value of the book to
students resident here. Minor omissions are to be found on chance references to topics indexed,
e.g., on pages 93 and 276 pemphigus neonatorum is omitted from the notifiable diseases-nor is
this first fact mentioned in the description of the disease on p. 66.
It is perhaps inevitable that in a book of 304 pages the very wvide field covered should, on
many topics, contain only a headline with a short summary, but as the title indicates this volume
will prove a useful aid to the Study of Public Health and a concise summary of the subject,
though these limitations should be remembered. W. G. S.
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